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ST. DENIS PARISH
MISSION STATEMENT

We, the Catholic Community of St. Denis, are rooted in Jesus Christ who came to bring the Good News of salvation to all.  As Christian disciples we accept the challenge of our baptism to follow His example in all things.  We gather regularly to celebrate God’s love in Word and Sacrament.  As responsible stewards we use our time, talent and treasure to promote the reign of God everywhere.  We invite others to join our mission.

ST. PATRICK PARISH

MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of St. Patrick Parish is to be one with Christ in making the reign of God a reality.  As a small Catholic community, we depend on God and celebrate His love in Word and Sacraments.  Life-long faith formation is a priority and we aspire to be responsible stewards of time, talent and treasure.

                                               FAITH FORMATION STAFF
Mr. Ben Wolf                             Coordinator of Faith Formation and Youth Ministry

          FAITH FORMATION PHONE NUMBERS

St. Pat’s/St. Denis Parish Office(Stephensville) ..…………………………...757-5090

Faith Formation Office (Stephensville) ………………………………………..757-5090

Faith Formation E-mail Address………………………………………….……………………benwolf@new.rr.com
St. Denis Parish Hall ………………………………………………………………986-3634
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Parents and Parish as Partners


“Parents are the most influential agents of catechesis for their children.  They have a unique responsibility for the education of their children; they are the first educators, or catechists.  They catechize primarily by the witness of their Christian lives and by their love for the faith.  One way that parents communicate Christian values and attitudes to their children is by loving each other within the context of a Christian marriage and their love for Christ and His Church.  Their participation in the life of the parish – above all in the Sunday Eucharist – their willingness to evangelize and serve others, and their dedication to daily prayer demonstrate the authenticity of their profession of faith.


When children are baptized, their parents accept the responsibility to bring up their children in the practice of the faith and to see to it that the divine life that God gives them is kept safe from the poison of sin, to grow always stronger in their hearts.  At the same time, the Church promises to help parents foster their children’s faith and assists the specifically in their role as catechists of their children, whether they assume complete responsibility themselves or look to the parish school or religious education program for help and support.”
National Directory for Catechesis, May 2005
Parish – Parent Partnership

Baptism establishes a child in an intimate personal relationship with Jesus. The child becomes one of Jesus’ disciples and a member of the community of disciples, the Church. At this same Baptism, parents, the parish community and the parish’s catechists assume together the awesome responsibility to nurture and support the child’s growth in this discipleship. This shared responsibility continues until the child is ready to enter fully into the Church’s life and mission at Confirmation.

· Family faith enrichment

Various opportunities are provided for the whole family to enjoy together. For example: Sacrament preparation is family based, different grade levels have parent/child opportunities. During Advent and Lent, whole families participate in special sessions that prepare us for the church season.

· Classroom Visitation

You are welcome to visit your child(ren)’s classroom anytime or come to any of the special events. If you plan to come into a classroom, please check with the Coordinator at least one day in advance. For safety reasons, all visitors must check-in and check out when visiting the program.
· Volunteer

Your involvement will serve as the loudest and most significant message to your child(ren). There are many volunteer areas and levels of time commitment from which to choose. Catechists and aides are adults and older high school students who practice their faith and who are committed to the religious formation of the young people of St. Denis and St. Patrick Parishes.

· Communication

Semester Progress Reports for each child provide formal feedback to child and parents. A website www.stpatrick-stephensville.org or www.stdenis-shiocton.org, has up-to-date information about the program and you are always invited to call the parish office (757-5090) with needs, concerns, and compliments.

· Program Requirements

Adequate completion of the following requirements will determine the student’s placement for the upcoming school year. The type of make-up work and student advancement will be a joint decision between the Coordinaotr and the parents.

80% class attendance (K-11). A missed session may require make-up work.
Completion of class work (K-11)

Christion service (K-8 in class projects; 9-12 individual projects)

Appropriate behavior (K-11)

Participation on a retreat (6-11 grade & Sacramental prep)


Displays knowledge of material (K-11)

We invite parents/guardians, catechists and parish representatives to enter into this covenant of partnership, pledging ourselves:

As Parents/Guardians:

· To model the faith

· To participate regularly in the weekend Eucharist (mass)

· To provide family prayer, service, and other faith experiences in the home

· To ensure regular attendance

· To participate in the parent sessions as required

· To cooperate with our children’s catechists and maintain open communication with them.

As Leaders of the Parish Community:

· To regard the catechetical ministry as one of the parish’s central responsibilities

· To provide an adequate budget and facilities that will ensure a quality program of catechesis for parish children, youth and adults

· To model the faith we seek to share with the children entrusted to us

· To help each child/youth feel welcomed and valued as a member of the parish community

· To plan and celebrate parish liturgy with sensitivity to needs of all age groups, including children and youth

· To provide opportunities for children and youth to participate with adults in the parish’s ministerial and social activities.

· To schedule parish programs and activities with sensitivity to the family and its needs

We enter this covenant faithfully with a firm determination to fulfill our responsibilities. Furthermore, we agree to abide by the policies described in the family handbook.

Parent 








Parish Director 






Date 




Sacramental Preparation

FIRST EUCHARIST:


“Children’s preparation for the reception of the Eucharist begins in the home.  The family has the most important role in communicating the Christian and human values that form the foundation for a child understands of the Eucharist.  Children, who participate with their family in the Mass, experience the Eucharistic mystery in an initial way and gradually learn to join with the liturgical assembly in prayer.



Parents and the parish catechetical leader or catechist, together with the pastor, are responsible for determining when children have attained the age of reason and are ready to receive First Communion.  Parents also have the right and duty to be involved in preparing their children for First Communion.  The catechesis offered should help parents grow in their own understanding and appreciation on the Eucharist and enable them to catechize their children more effectively.”








National Directory for Catechesis, May 2005
FIRST EUCHARIST CALENDAR  2014-2015


Parent Session: Tuesday, January 27th 


6:30 p.m. - St. Denis Parish Hall


First Eucharist Enrollment at Mass: Sunday, February 8th 
8:30 Mass – St. Patrick Church

10:30 Mass - St. Denis Church


Parent-Child Potluck: Tuesday, March 10th 


6:00 p.m. - St. Denis Parish Hall



Parent-Child Retreat: Tuesday, April 14th  


6:30 p.m.  St. Denis Hall



First Eucharist Practice:  Saturday, May 2nd  


8:30 a.m. – St. Patrick Church

9:30 a.m. – St. Denis Church



First Eucharist Celebration: Sunday, May 3rd    
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8:30 Mass – St. Patrick Church

10:30 Mass – St. Denis Church
2
FIRST RECONCILIATION:

“Our National Directory for Catechesis calls for all children to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time prior to their first reception of the Eucharist.  Catechesis for this Sacrament must always respect the ability, age and circumstances of the child.  Parishes should present catechesis that helps children:

· acknowledge God’s unconditional love for us

· know they can turn to Jesus for forgiveness

· recognize the presence of good and evil in the world

· recognize their need for forgiveness

· explore the meaning of the symbols, gestures and prayers
· understand how to celebrate the Sacrament

In our program, parents and catechists will work cooperatively to help the children discover the graces of this Sacrament.  Materials will be provided for both.  Parents always have the option to delay reception of the sacrament until a later time if they feel their child is not ready or for other extenuating circumstances.”
FIRST RECONCILIATION CALENDAR 2014-2015


Parent Session:  Tuesday, October 7th 


6:30 p.m. – St. Denis Parish Hall



Parent/Child Retreat:  Tuesday, December 9th 


6:30 p.m. – St. Denis Parish Hall/Church


First Reconciliation Celebration: Tuesday, December 16th 


6:30 p.m. – St. Denis Church

CONFIRMATION:  

“The Sacrament of Confirmation is the process by which seniors complete their initiation into our community of faith.  This process can be conceived as occurring in several stages beginning at Baptism, intensifying at Confirmation and maturing in the life of an adult Catholic Christian in this faith community.  There are three essential components to this time of preparation:  Message (faith-sharing sessions), Community (retreat), and Service (life experience).  Each of these must be experienced so as to allow the young person to freely choose to complete the initiation process. 
[image: image3.wmf]Classes in grades 9 & 10 are considered remote preparation for Confirmation. Young people are required to attend at least 10 sessions per year to be eligible for immediate preparation for Confirmation. Students in grades 9 & 10 are also expected to complete service hours as outlined in the policy adopted in 2006. Confirmation is a “choice” that calls for commitment on the part of the person preparing to be confirmed.  If they cannot or choose not to make this commitment at this time, they will be asked to delay or postpone the sacrament until such time as they are ready.(Policy adopted May, 2008)
CONFIRMATION 2014-2015
Orientation Session for Parents/Candidates: Wednesday, September 24th 
6:30 p.m. – St. Denis Parish Hall

Orientation Session for Sponsors/Candidates: Wednesday, October 8th  


6:30 p.m. – St. Denis Parish Hall
Rite of Entrance for Candidates/Sponsors: Sunday, October 12th 
10:30 Mass – St. Denis Church

Confirmation Preparation Classes: Wednesdays throughout school year
6:30 p.m. – St. Denis Parish Hall

Confirmation Retreat: Saturday, January 10th 
10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. – St. Denis Parish Hall

Rite of Covenant for Candidates/Sponsors: Sunday, March 22nd 
10:30 Mass – St. Denis Church

Confirmation Practice:
TBD
Confirmation Celebration:
Thursday, April 16th @ 7:00 p.m. @ Ss. Peter and Paul Parish, Hortonville
Policies and Procedures

ABSENCES
In case of illness or other reasons for absence from religion class, please call the parish office at 757-5090 before the class session to excuse your child(ren).

ATTENDANCE 
Each grade level is very important in the preparation of each sacrament.  Each student must attend a full year of religious education PRIOR TO A “SACRAMENT YEAR” (in the case of Confirmation, 2 full years is needed). If the student misses a good number of classes in the previous grade, they are missing the proper preparation for the sacrament.  Our class time hours are limited so they are all considered important.

If attendance problems arise during the year, please contact the Faith Formation office so that arrangements can be made to make-up lessons during the school year.  This will enable the students to keep up with his/her classmates.

ATTENDANCE and SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 
On-going faith formation and instruction only enhance any preparation for Sacraments.  ELIGIBILITY FOR ENROLLMENT IN SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION REQUIRES THAT EACH CANDIDATE SHALL HAVE A PRIOR HISTORY OF RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION.  The parent(s) of any candidate who has not had this previous religious instruction is to contact the Faith Formation Coordinator and make arrangements for the necessary content to be made up in order to insure that the candidate is adequately prepared.  Parents will be expected to be part of this preparation process.  A candidate’s readiness for the sacrament will be determined by a joint decision of the director, Parish director and parents.  Confirmation candidates must complete the requirements outlined for the high school program to enroll in immediate Confirmation preparation. 
CANCELLATION DUE TO BAD WEATHER
When weather conditions are hazardous and classes must be canceled we will notify the schools of the cancellation before the end of the school day.  We will also notify WFRV –TV Channel 5 as well as 10 other radio stations including WHBY (1150 AM).  Please discuss with your child(ren) where they should go after school when classes
COMMUNICATIONS
Because we believe that parents are a vital part of the faith formation of their children we will attempt, as much as possible, to let you know what is happening in the program.  Newsletters and calendars will be sent home with the students.  Please take time to read them and contact our office with questions or concerns.  We strive to do as much communication with the parents through your children by sending letters and reminders home.    In addition, we will be using the church bulletin and pulpit announcements as other avenues to disseminate important information.  Postage is expensive.  We will only use first-class mail when necessary. 
DISCIPLINE
RATIONALE   

The discipline plan of the Faith Formation Program is built on RESPECT which:  

· promotes the well being and safety of all students and staff both in the parish and at parish sponsored events.

· protects the right of every catechist to teach and every student to learn.

· maintains the dignity, worth, sacredness, and value of each person.

· includes appropriate and timely communications with parents.

· fosters personal responsibility and accountability of actions by students and staff.

· exemplifies Gospel values particularly that of love.

BASIC PRINCIPLES

Students do not have the right to prevent the catechist from teaching or stop other students from learning.  Each time a student breaks a rule there is a consequence.  Students are made aware of the behavior expectations for positive behavior and the consequences to stop misbehavior according to their age/grade level. The Director has the right to ask parents for whatever assistance is necessary to maximize their potential influence with a student.
STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT:

We strive to help students develop self-discipline and respect for the rights of others.  The cooperative efforts of parents and catechists are necessary in the guidance of students.  Our goal is to help students select appropriate behavior and, when behavior is inappropriate, to accept the consequences.

Students must:

 Know and observe all religious education rules including the consequences for unacceptable behavior.

 Arrive on time for class and be prepared to start immediately. Our responsibility for children enrolled in the Faith Formation program begins not more than fifteen minutes before or after the program as the children enter and leave the building.  Parents are asked to abide by these guidelines in making transportation arrangements.

 Participate in educational opportunities and complete classroom assignments/homework to the best of their abilities.

 Demonstrate respect and courtesy toward all fellow students and catechists/chaperones through language and actions. This includes insuring that there is no form of harassment or bullying either on the property or at parish sponsored events.

· Abstain from using profane, obscene, or abusive language and gestures at all times.

 Assemble and conduct themselves in such a way as to avoid disrupting the educational process or infringing on the rights of others to learn. 

 Respect property of fellow students as well as the facilities and properties of the parish.

 Understand that the use or possession of tobacco, alcoholic beverages, and illegal drugs is prohibited.  Should a violation occur, confiscation will occur and both police and parent contact will be made according to Wisconsin state statutes.

 Keep person and property free of dangerous or illegal objects, weapons, and materials. Should a violation occur, a search may be done and Police will be notified depending on the results of the search. Parents will always be notified that such an event has occurred.

 Turn off all personal electronic devices during class time or other parish sponsored events unless supervisors deem that an exception is appropriate. If a violation does occur, such devices will be confiscated until the end of class.

 Most importantly, students should respect themselves be wearing appropriate clothing for the learning environment of a Church community.  Hats/coats need to be removed during class. Garments which advertise or promote values contrary to the message of Jesus are not acceptable. Attire that causes unsafe situations such as wheeled shoes may not be worn to class. Students may not wear revealing clothing such as tube tops, halters, spaghetti straps, muscle shirts or exposed underwear or mid sections of the body. Parish staff reserve the right to determine what is appropriate or distracting to the respectful atmosphere appropriate to a church community.

In case of a student violating this expectation of respect, the following procedure may be implemented:

· The student is given a verbal warning. The catechist will specifically articulate for the student what he/she is doing wrong and what the catechist expects from the student.

· Should another incident occur, the catechist will inform the student that the Coordinator/ Director will be notified and that his/her parents will be called that evening. The student may be asked to study alone with the aide or Coordinator/Director outside the classroom for the remainder of the class time.

· After informing the Coordinator/Director, either the Catechist or Coordinator/Director will call the parents immediately after class to inform them of the situation.

· For serious or repeated offenses, the student may be immediately escorted out of the room and sent to the Coordinator/Director. The Coordinator/Director will arrange a parent conference. During this Conference, conditions of return will be discussed and a contract of behavior expectations will be processed.

A student may be asked to leave the Faith Formation program due to serious misconduct at the discretion of the Coordinator/Director following consultation with the Parish Director and parents so as to pursue home study for a period of time.

Students are expected to show this same respect for catechists, other students, and the program as a whole not only during class time but at all parish sponsored activities on and off parish premises.

HOME SCHOOLING
Specific guidelines are in place from the Diocese for families who choose to home school. Home schooling is not recommended for Middle or High School students because of the valuable opportunities that are offered in the communal/Youth ministry setting. And since Grades 9 and 10 are considered remote preparation for Confirmation, students who would like to be confirmed in grade 11 are expected to attend classes for grades 9-10-11.  STUDENTS WHO ARE HOMESCHOOLED ARE STILL REQUIRED TO BE REGISTERED WITH THE FAITH FORMATION OFFICE. TUITION REMAINS THE SAME AS FOR THE REGULAR PROGRAM. 

















MAKE-UP WORK
When a student misses a class, he/she is expected to complete any missed work according to their catechists.  Questions concerning assignments can be directed to the Coordinator (757-5090) or the catechist.

PERSONAL OR HEALTH PROBLEMS
Information about learning disabilities or any other personal problems including food allergies that an individual student may have should be communicated to the Coordinator/Director.  This information will be kept confidential.  We are not allowed to give out any medications without parental permission, including aspirin.

PROGRESS REPORTS
Progress reports will be sent out to parents once a year for all Grades.  We ask that you take the time to discuss your child’s progress with him/her.

PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN
In accordance with the Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children, Young People and Vulnerable Adults our Diocese has established a “safe environment program”.  Very strict guidelines have been put into place for all diocesan and parish personnel who have regular contact with minors.  All employees, catechists and aides in our program have to abide by these guidelines which include background checks.  IN ADDITION, WE ARE REQUIRED TO PROVIDE A SESSION ON THIS TOPIC FOR ALL STUDENTS EACH YEAR.  IF PARENTS CHOOSE NOT TO HAVE THEIR CHILD PARTICIPATE IN THIS TRAINING PROGRAM, THEY MUST SIGN A WAIVER TO THAT EFFECT.  THIS WAIVER MUST BE KEPT ON FILE AT THE FAITH FORMATION OFFICE AS WELL AS THE DIOCESAN SAFE ENVIRONMENT DEPT.    A COMPLETE CALENDAR WITH DATES FOR TRAINING WILL BE PROVIDED.  
REGISTRATION
Registration for all children and youth entering or re-entering the program will be done through the Faith Formation Office.  All students MUST be registered before participation in a class.  New parishioners are invited to join our program at any time according to the needs of each family.

TUITION AND FEES
Tuition helps cover materials, maintenance of buildings and salaries.  The fee we charge reflects approximately 22% of the actual cost.  The remainder is subsidized by the parishes through the Parish Stewardship of Finance pledges.

The 2014-2015 fees are as follows:

$65.00 for one student, $130.00 for two students

$195.00 for three or more students

$35.00 for First Reconciliation and First Eucharist in Grade 2
$50.00 fee for Confirmation Program/Retreat
No one will be turned away because of an inability to pay.  If you need to make arrangements for assistance or would like to pay your fee in quarterly payments, please contact the Faith Formation office at 757-5090.
Curriculum

Grades1-5: We will be using a series entitled Christ Our Life published by Loyola Press. It is a series deeply rooted in our Catholic Tradition. Throughout the program students are provided with both the content and the tools necessary to explore the Scriptures and to enrich their faith.  Each lesson of “Christ Our Life” draws on and instructs in Church doctrine in ways that help them to understand and appreciate the Church’s teachings as they apply to life today.  Lives of the saints and people of faith are used to give witness to the children.  As a parent, you are encouraged to learn more about your child’s book by logging on to www.loyolapress.com
Grades 6 - 7 - 8:  Upon entering grade 6, students are presented with their own Breakthrough! The Bible for Young Catholics  published by St. Mary’s Press for use during their sessions in Grades 6 -8.   This bible has special features created to help make it easier for young people to read and understand. In addition, they will also use Christ Our Life published by Loyola Press. They will have a retreat and be offered other Youth Ministry including attendance at Youth Unity Night in an effort to help them become more actively involved with other young Catholics in our Diocese.  
Grades 9, 10:  Our high school students will again use the “The Catholic Faith Handbook”  published by St. Mary’s Press  to explore the basic truths of their Catholic Faith. These sessions are designed to help the students delve into some core Catholic practices, attitudes and beliefs.  They will also have a retreat experience and be offered various other Youth Ministry opportunities for their growth as disciples.
Grade 11: Our 11th graders will use The Bible published by St. Mary Press to grow in their understanding of Revelation from Creation to the early Church and hopefully in the process, encounter Jesus Christ as the path to salvation.  
Youth Ministry

Comprehensive youth ministry celebrates young people’s unique gifts and challenges young people to help build a more just community. Efforts in youth ministry help to guide each young person to make choices that reflect a respect for their own life and the lives of others in their communities.  It fosters leadership skills and helps young people make the connection between what they are learning and what they are living as disciples of Jesus. Please make an effort to encourage your young person to get involved in some of these activities.  Model what it means to be an active participant in our parishes…this will catch on for your sons and daughters.  
SERVICE REQUIREMENT:

Christian service is an essential component of the Christian life.  Our Education Committee has researched this topic at length.  A new policy regarding service has been added to our curriculum this year:

Grade 9:  All freshmen shall complete 5 hours of service ministry in parish and community.

Grade 10:  All sophomores shall complete 10 hours of service ministry in parish and community.

Grades 11:  All juniors shall complete an additional 20 hours of service in the parish and community prior to Confirmation.  
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